How to Cross Talk
Cross talk can help your students practice these skills.
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Cross Talk Tips
1.  For older students choose an object to pass that they will find interesting and not too juvenile. Slinkys and scrunch balls make good passing objects.
2. Post the response statements on the wall or SMART Board.
3. If a student is hanging back and not participating, you might say, “The conversation is coming to you Sally after two more turns.”
4. You might structure the passing of the object so everyone has a turn.
5. Keep the activity to about 10 minutes.
6. You can use cross talk to discuss class topics or to discuss an issue that has occurred and needs to be discussed by the class.
7. [bookmark: _GoBack]Adapt so it meets your style of being.
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Group discussion requires several skills:
« Listening to what others say

Responding to what others say

Paraphrasing

Backing up ideas with facts

Taking turns

Treating others with respect.

Cross Talk has five simple steps:

1. Have the class select a Cross Talk mascot. The mascot should be soft and easy to
pass around, a stuffed animal or beanbag. Have students pass the mascot to one
another as they speak.

2. Have all students read an article or learn about a topic in some way before the
discussion begins so everyone has some shared background knowledge.
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important question make good materials. Discuss the essential questions of a
lesson this way as well.
. Begin the discussion with a brief summary and a few open-ended questions:
“We have gathered information and examined many
different solutions for dealing with wild animals, such as
deer, fox, raccoons and even bears that move into cities
and towns. I wonder, is it right to look for ways to get rid
of these animals when they were living here first?”

. Look to the class and wait for someone to raise a hand. Pass the class Cross Talk

mascot to that student. Have the student respond with, “Thank you, (teacher’s
name).” Respond, “You're welcome, (student’s name).” Have that student offer a
comment. When finished, have the student look around the room for someone with
a hand up, say, “I pass off to (student’s name),” and pass the mascot to that
person. Have the second student say, “"Thank you, (student’s name),” and add one
of the following statements:
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o I agree with what (student’s name/students’ names) said and I would like to

add

o I disagree with what (students name/students’ names) said and I would like
to add

o I would like to summarize what I heard (student’s name/students’ names)
saying.

5. Continue the discussion in this manner, bridging gaps and adding in questions or
thoughts to move the conversation along without adding any personal opinion.




